
 

RIVER EDGE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY 07661 
 

“Building Bright Futures Together” 

Minutes of the Regular Public Meeting – April 1, 2020 – 6:00 PM 

The Board of Education, Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey conducted this 

meeting through a conference call. 

CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 

Mr. Herbst called the meeting to order at 6:01PM. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Mr. Herbst read the Mission Statement. 

ROLL CALL 

Present on roll call were Ms. Brown; Ms. Dansky; Ms. Doyle; Ms. Juskeliene; Ms. Kang; Mr. Sim;    
Mr. Herbst; Also present were Dr. Ben-Dov, Mrs. Napolitano, and approximately 25 members of 
the public. 
 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS NOTICE 

Mrs. Napolitano read the Open Public Meeting Act Notice. 

SPECIAL/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Public Comment on Agenda Items – None 

REPORTS                                                                                                                                                  

SUPERINTENDENT                                                                                                                             

Dr. Ben-Dov reported on the following: 

 Dr. Ben-Dov stated that the main aspect of the current environment is that it’s completely 

unknown and we need to utilize flexibility and patience. 

 Dr. Ben-Dov went over the district’s readiness for virtual learning.  She stated we 

administered surveys to families and realized nine families needed devices before school 

closed and we provided them with devices.  Once virtual instruction began it became 

clear that families needed more help with devices.  We made a decision to offer 

Chromebooks to any family that needed them.  It was a huge operation to distribute the 

Chromebooks.  Dr. Ben-Dov thanked the Principals, Custodians, School Nurses, 

Secretaries, and the IT team for their efforts to distribute the Chromebooks.  She also 

thanked the Mayor for his support and Chief Cariddi and officers for their support and 

monitoring of the traffic and distribution process.  A total of approximately 450 

Chromebooks were given out. 

 Dr. Ben-Dov spoke about virtual learning.  She stated teachers had very little time to 

prepare for school closure.  The teachers were fantastically prepared for the initial two 

week closure. We started training teachers for the next step with interactive teaching 

through Zoom once we learned the closure became prolonged until April 17
th
.  Two things 

that emerged with interactive teaching were concerns of privacy and safety for our staff 

and students.  Parents signed consents of privacy for our staff and students.  We shared 



with the teachers ways to ensure as much safety as we can.  We also shared ways with 

parents for them to log on to Zoom.  It’s more complex for special education sessions.  

Mrs. Kuruc sent letters to the parents on how special education sessions will be 

conducted.  Paraprofessionals were given specific training assignments and Google 

Classroom was set up for them. 

 Our teachers provided experiences that went beyond the call of duty.  Dr. Ben-Dov gave 

some examples: one school shared a fun video of staff at home making videos for 

students and a couple of teachers drove around River Edge to waive to their students.  

Dr. Ben-Dov stated staff has invested a lot of time to prepare for virtual learning and has 

risen to the occasion. 

 Communication with parents has been ongoing with anything new that comes up.  The 

district is posting on social media and we are publishing the winter edition of R.E.A.C.H. 

(River Edge Academic Community Highlights), our digital newsletter on Friday. 

 Parental responses have been extremely positive.  They are appreciative, grateful, and 

complimentary.  Dr. Ben-Dov said it’s very heartwarming to receive these comments. 

 Liberty Science will not charge us for the period of closure when they cannot fulfill their 

lessons.  They will offer Zoom lessons and we are in the process of scheduling this. 

 Dr. Ben-Dov participated in a Wingman Zoom session with Mr. James and our two 

counselors.  She stated there is an attempt to deliver some Wingman activities virtually. 

 Dr. Ben-Dov made a video of herself reading to the first graders.  She will make a video 

for the kindergarten classes and go from there. 

 We started “Catch-up Friday.”  This is a day when teachers can respond to students that 

need additional assistance while enrichment will also be available to those who 

completed their assignments and are able to move on. 

 We are still waiting to hear from the State about their decisions on how to complete our 

responsibilities regarding teacher and administrator evaluations. 

 Dr. Ben-Dov is waiting for guidance regarding the use of snow days in the future. 

 Dr. Ben-Dov wished everyone a fantastic Spring Break 

PRINCIPAL                                                                                                                                          
Dr. Ben-Dov read the following Principal report for Mr. Henzel: 
 

 Google Hangouts/Zoom meetings have been occurring weekly with every teacher.  Prior 

to this week, Google Hangouts was the platform used.  However, this week in preparation 

of teachers using Zoom, Mr. Henzel switched.  All teachers are on board with Zoom 

interactive lessons going forward.  The expected kickoff for all teachers to use Zoom is 

following Spring Break.  However, the large majority are already using it.   

 

 On Monday, March 30th, Roosevelt School distributed student Chromebooks to families.   

Originally we were scheduled for two days, but once we got rolling, we were able to bring 

everyone in on the first day.  Overall, we were able to disseminate 183 Chromebooks in 

one day while maintaining safe, social distancing.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

BOARD SECRETARY 

Mrs. Napolitano reported on the following: 

 Mrs. Napolitano reminded the board members to complete the Ethics and Financial 

Disclosure forms if they have not already done so.  They are due to the county before 

April 30
th
. 

 The Governor announced today the change of the State fiscal year to September 30, 

2020 and the next fiscal year would be from October 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021.  We are 

not sure how this will affect us as of yet.  Everything is moving very quickly so we are 

awaiting guidance.  The Governor himself in his address said that it’s too early to tell, the 

world has changed so dramatically for everyone.  Mrs. Napolitano is not sure what effect 

this will have on us if any at all. 

 

 The Budget Submission was not delayed and we completed it and it was approved by the 

County on March 24th. 

 

 We are continuing to work with Region V to get work done remotely since their building 

was closed.  We are also working on updating records and files that need to be 

corrected. 

 

 All conventions have been cancelled.  Chicago was cancelled and now the Atlantic City 

conference in June for Business Administrators has been cancelled. 

PRESIDENT  

Mr. Herbst reported on the following: 

 Mr. Herbst wanted to publicity thank our teaching staff, custodial staff, the Administrative 

staff, and our whole team in River Edge for their adaptability and flexibility.  He’s very 

impressed with what he has seen. 

 Mr. Herbst discussed the walk-in resolution that relates to an Assembly Bill A3902.  He 

explained what this bill does.  He stated it’s not on the agenda tonight but it’s a walk-in 

resolution that they will be voting on tonight.  The Resolution that we are presenting as 

a walk in Resolution is to oppose a delay in quarterly property tax payments to school 

districts.  This is not to say that we oppose taxpayers getting to delay their tax payments 

to the Borough.  The Borough does, as we understand, have a mechanism for borrowing 

against future anticipated payments, but the school district does not have the same 

mechanism.  We rely on our tax payments for our funding and for our bond payments, 

salaries, benefits, etc.  This bill could impact many school districts in the State.  

The resolution as you will see, also explains that we are continuing services to our 

students even if it is not in the buildings themselves.  

COMMITTEES  

 Mr. Herbst asked if the board should plan on having committee meetings over Zoom in 

the next month.  Dr. Ben-Dov will give him an answer about scheduling this within the 

next few weeks. 

 Mr. Herbst stated there is a Negotiations Committee Meeting planned for April 21
st
.  They 

will work out this meeting in the coming weeks.  

 

 



 

MOTIONS TO BE ACTED UPON 

A.  ADMINISTRATION/POLICY 

1.   That the Board of Education approve the Minutes of March 18, 2020. 
 

2.   That the Board of Education approve the completion of the following emergency drills:  

School Dates 

Cherry Hill School 
 
 
Roosevelt School 
 

March 11, 2020 Fire Drill 
  
 
March 2, 2020 Fire Drill  
March 12, 2020 Bomb Threat 

    
3.   That the Board of Education approve a Service Agreement between the River Edge Board of 

Education and the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey from July 1, 2020 through 

June 30, 2025.  

 
4.   WHEREAS, schools have been closed throughout the State due to the outbreak of COVID-19, 

otherwise known as the coronavirus; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor has declared a state of emergency which has restricted activity 

throughout the State; and 

WHEREAS, school districts are authorized to provide educational services remotely through 

existing personnel; and 

WHEREAS, there is a need to provide continuity of services when schools reopen with regard to 

existing personnel and service providers. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education authorizes continued 

payment of salaries to existing personnel and service providers while schools remain closed due 

to the coronavirus. 

 

Motion by: Ms. Doyle Seconded by: Ms. Dansky 
 
Ayes: Ms. Brown, Ms. Dansky, Ms. Doyle, Ms. Juskeliene, Ms. Kang, Mr. Sim, Mr. Herbst 
Nays: None 

5.   Opposing Delay in Transmission of Quarterly Property Tax Revenue to School Districts 
 

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 3902, currently pending in the State Legislature, would authorize the 
Department of Community Affairs to permit municipalities to delay the quarterly transmission of 
property tax revenues to school districts during gubernatorial-declared emergencies; and 

 
WHEREAS, New Jersey's public schools are highly dependent on property tax revenue to 
support education programs; and 

 
WHEREAS, on average, local property taxes constitute close to 60% of public school revenue, 
with the percentage even greater in a significant number of districts; and 

 
WHEREAS, a delay in payments from municipalities would result in a financial crisis for school 
districts, seriously disrupting the educational process—and bringing it to a halt; and 

 
WHEREAS, although public school buildings are closed during the current health emergency, the 
education of our students is taking place through remote learning and home instruction; and 

 
WHEREAS, continued timely transmission of school property taxes is critical for the education 
process to continue without interruption; and 



 
WHEREAS, even though municipalities are designated as the authorities to collect property 
taxes, these taxes are levied for specific purposes—e.g., municipal, school, county, fire district—
and these obligations must continue to be met; and 

 
WHEREAS, as currently written, A-3902, which is intended to ease a financial burden on 
municipalities, would place a severe strain on school districts and the students and families that 
they serve; and 

 
WHEREAS, the River Edge Board of Education recognizes the impact of the current public health 
emergency on the state and local governments, as well as local school districts, but believes this 
legislation would worsen the situation for our communities. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the River Edge Board of Education urges the State 
Senate and the Governor to oppose A-3902; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that this resolution be delivered to Governor Phil Murphy, State Senate President 
Stephen M. Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin; and the 38

th
 Legislative District’s 

representatives in the state Senate and General Assembly; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the New Jersey School Boards Association. 
 

Motion by: Ms. Brown Seconded by: Mr. Sim 
 
Ayes: Ms. Brown, Ms. Dansky, Ms. Doyle, Ms. Juskeliene, Ms. Kang, Mr. Sim, Mr. Herbst 
Nays: None 

B.  CURRICULUM/EDUCATION - None 

C.  BUILDINGS & GROUNDS - None 

D.  FINANCE/GRANTS/GIFTS  

1.   That the Board of Education accept the $210.00 donation from Jennifer Wong Hernandez for 

general use at Roosevelt School (Addendum). 

 

Motion by: Mr. Sim Seconded by: Ms. Doyle 
 
Ayes: Ms. Brown, Ms. Dansky, Ms. Doyle, Ms. Juskeliene, Ms. Kang, Mr. Sim, Mr. Herbst 
Nays: None 

E.  PERSONNEL - None 

F. RIVER EDGE SPECIAL EDUCATION - None 

G.  REGION V ADMINISTRATION & TRANSPORTATION  

1.   That the Board of Education postpone until April 22, 2020 the approval of the following Quote 

Contracts for the 2019-2020 school year: 

Route #  Transporter  Per Diem Total  

Q206 Pro trans $210.00 

Q209 Jacoup's Transportation  $199.00 

Q211 New Start Transportation $210.49 

Q212 Swift Medical  $179.00 

Q214 J&W Financial $320.00 

Q215 Horizon Transportation  $199.00 

Q216 NJ Transportation  $234.00 

Q218 Sun Transportation  $204.00 

Q220 Sun Transportation $164.00 

 
   

 



 
 
Motion by: Ms. Dansky Seconded by: Mr. Sim 
 
Ayes: Ms. Brown, Ms. Dansky, Ms. Doyle, Ms. Juskeliene, Ms. Kang, Mr. Sim, Mr. Herbst 
Nays: None 

2.   That the Board of Education postpone until April 22, 2020 the approval of the following Renewal 

Contracts for the 2019-2020 school year: 

 

Route #  Transporter  Per Diem Total  

2638 Jacoup’s Transportation $269.00 

2030 Destiny 23 $191.20 

2418 Destiny 23 $212.00 

1924 Ace Transportation $225.00 

2746 Ace Transportation $169.00 

 
Motion by: Ms. Dansky Seconded by: Mr. Sim 
 
Ayes: Ms. Brown, Ms. Dansky, Ms. Doyle, Ms. Juskeliene, Ms. Kang, Mr. Sim, Mr. Herbst 
Nays: None 

3.   That the Board of Education postpone until April 22, 2020 the approval of the following Addendum 

Contracts for the 2019-2020 school year: 

 

Route # Transporter Adjusted Per Diem Cost 

2232 Alpha Care $362.99 

Transportation 
Service 
Agreement 

Rinaldi 
Transportation 

Continuation of Services 
Agreement 

Transportation 
Service 
Agreement 

RC Prime Continuation of Services 
Agreement 

 
Motion by: Ms. Dansky Seconded by: Mr. Sim 
 
Ayes: Ms. Brown, Ms. Dansky, Ms. Doyle, Ms. Juskeliene, Ms. Kang, Mr. Sim, Mr. Herbst 
Nays: None 

4.   That the Board of Education approve the 2020-2021 Jointure Transportation Agreement between 

South Bergen Jointure Commission (Host) and Region V (Joiner).  

5.   That the Board of Education approve the 2019-2020 Jointure Transportation Agreement between 

Region II (Joiner) and Region V. (Host) 

6.   That the Board of Education approve the 2019-2020 Jointure Transportation Agreement between 

Greater Egg Harbor School District (Joiner) and Region V. (Host) 

7.   That the Board of Education approve the following Region V Transporter for member          
districts upon request for the 2019-2020 school year: 

 
NJ Transportation  Transporter 
 

 
Motion by: Mr. Sim Seconded by: Ms. Doyle 
 
Ayes: Ms. Brown, Ms. Dansky, Ms. Doyle, Ms. Juskeliene, Ms. Kang, Mr. Sim, Mr. Herbst 
Nays: None 

 



 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS  

 Ms. Doyle asked if the Student Board Meeting will take place at the April 22
nd

 Board Meeting.  

Ms. Dansky explained that it would not be reasonable to expect it to be done even remotely 

because of the amount of energy and time for everyone in preparation when we are trying to 

accomplish so many educational priorities remotely in an unknown environment. 

 Dr. Ben-Dov asked the board if they can give their response, in writing, regarding the question 

she sent them today. 

PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

 Christine O’ Keefe (River Edge Teacher) asked if the custodians are going on a rotating shift.   

Dr. Ben-Dov answered that the new schedule for the custodians went out today and they will be 

on a rotating shift. Ms. O’Keefe stated teachers are in agreement with adding snow days to the 

end of the school year and she expressed her concern with Zoom.  She feels there are better and 

safer programs out there. 

 Nicole Colon (River Edge Teacher) discussed her concerns about Zoom.  She wanted to know if 
the teachers have parent permission to record the students during their lessons for their own 
professional protection and if parents need consent for the data that Zoom collects.  Dr. Ben-Dov 
stated that the district does not need teachers to record sessions for their protection as teachers 
are protected in the same way as if they were teaching in the classroom. She will discuss this 
with the curriculum team to make sure everyone is on the same page.   Dr. Ben-Dov and the 
coaches have investigated safety provisions and she feels that as long as we implement the 
safety guidelines provided by our coaches we will be as safe as we can be. 

 Marilena Puma (River Edge Teacher) asked what will be put in place to protect the teachers’ 
privacy during virtual teaching/Zoom.  Dr. Ben-Dov said that parents signed consent not to 
participate and not to record; and everyone is doing the job the best they can.  We are here to 
satisfy the educational needs of our students and they learn best through interacting with their 
teachers. The week after the break will be week four and we have had three weeks with the 
opportunity for training and interaction.  Additional training will be provided, as needed. Parents 
are not looking to criticize and we have a consent form with do’s & don’t of parental behavior.  
Parents are not to record, but we cannot guarantee this will not happen.  However, if you know of 
someone doing this Dr. Ben-Dov will address it.  Ms. Puma asked if she has the right to not grant 
permission of 21 families into her home or not be willing to participate.  Dr. Ben-Dov said she 
would take it under advisement. 

 Wendy Otis (River Edge Teacher) asked about teachers being able to reach out to students 
instead of emailing parents.  She wanted to know if the students’ emails could be opened up so 
that teachers could contact students directly.  Dr. Ben-Dov said that we were looking into this.             

 Ms. Doyle asked what the expectations for teachers were.  Dr. Ben-Dov stated that students are 
social learners and need guidance.  For students to follow a digital assignment on their own is not 
the type of learning that lends itself to success for all.  Learning is best when it is done using 
different styles, including whole group, individuals, and small group instruction. She said that at 
the same time we do understand the teachers’ own challenges and we don’t expect them to teach 
interactively all day long. 

 Wendy Naimaister (River Edge Teacher) stated many teachers expressed their concerns with 

Zoom and rolling it out so quickly.  She wanted to know if there will be extra time for teachers that 

aren’t ready to roll it out yet.  Dr. Ben-Dov stated that even a short session would be acceptable. 

She stated that not everyone was expected to roll it out at 8:30AM on the Monday after the break 

as long as they attempt it during that week. She stated that the Principals said that there were 

only a small number of teachers who expressed concern but she would ask the principals to 

check with their staff again to see who needs additional training and support and it will be 

provided. 

 



 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Ms. Dansky, seconded by Ms. Brown to adjourn the regular public meeting at 7:48 PM.  

 
Voice vote all Ayes 

 
 

Louise Napolitano 
Board Secretary/Business Administrator 
 

 

 

 


